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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-10 ISO-OO AGR-10 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
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INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS BERN 0008 

GENEVA FOR MTN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, SZ 

SUBJ: SWISS TARIFFS INHIBIT IMPORTS OF US MADE TEXTILE GOODS 

1 . LOCAL TRADE CONTACTS REPORT THAT, WITH THE ABOLITION OF 
IMPORT DUTIES FOR THE EFTA COUNTRIES AND THE PHASED 
ELIMINATION OF DUTIES FOR IMPORTS FROM THE EEC, AMERICAN-MADE 
SWEAT SHIRTS, TEE-SHIRTS, TRACK SUITS AND SIMILAR ITEMS 

ARE BEING PRICED OUT OF THE SWISS MARKET. PRINCIPAL 
COMPETITIORS FOR THE U.S. ARE PORTUGAL AND ITALY, WHICH HAVE 
TRADITIONALLY BEEN THE SECOND AND THIRD RANKING SUPPLIERS 
TO SWITZERLAND AFTER THE US. ONE IMPORTER, FOR EXAMPLE, 

STATED THAT HE EXPECTS DEMAND FOR HIS AMERICAN LINES TO 
DWINDLE FROM ABOUT DOLS 500,000 ANNUALLY TO A SMALL FRACTION OF 
THAT AMOUNT IN 1976. 

2. FOR SWEAT SHIRTS MADE OF COTTON (SWISS TARIFF POSITION 
6005.50), FOR EXAMPLE, THE DUTY PER UNIT FROM THE US 
WORKS OUT TO ABOUT 1.10 SWISS FRANCS; FROM ITALY 
(DURING CALENDAR YEAR 1976) 0.19 SFRS; FROM PORTUGAL, NIL. 

AFTER JANUARY 1, 1977, WHEN THE PHASED ELIMINATION OF DUTIES 
ON EEC IMPORTS WILL BE COMPLETED, THE TARIFF FROM ITALY 
WILL ALSO BE NIL. FOR SWEAT SHIRTS MADE OF 50 PER CENT COTTON 
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AND 50 PER CENT ACRYLIC FIBER (SWISS TARIFF POSITION 60005.20), 
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THE COMPARABLE FIGURES ARE USA - 2.57 SFRS.: ITALY 
0.50 SFRS., REDUCING TO NIL IN 1977; PORTUGAL - NIL. 

THE MARKET PRICE PER SWEAT SHIRT. 

AMOUNTS TO ABOUT 16.00 SFRS. WHOLESALE AND 26.00 SFRS 
RETAIL. 

3. TOTAL US EXPORTS TO SWITZERLAND WITHIN THESE TWO 
TARIFF POSITIONS HAVE AMOUNTED TO AN ESTIMATED 6 TO 7 
MILLION SWISS FRANCS ANNUALLY IDOLS 1.00 EQUALS 
APPROX. 2.60 FRANCS). 

DAVIS 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE, TEXTILES, TARIFFS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 JAN 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BERN00008 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760002-0979 
From: BERN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 97601 87/aaaaczox.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: castelsl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 2 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUL 2004 by barnescd>; APPROVED <12 AUG 2004 by castelsl> 

Review Markings: 
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US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SWISS TARIFFS INHIBIT IMPORTS OF US MADE TEXTILE GOODS 
TAGS: ETRN. SZ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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